Good evening.  I am Dubious. Dubious of Jerusalem.

I am a spokesman for the Investigation Agency of the Ministry of Mysterious Appearances and Disappearances. Otherwise known as IAMMAD.

Recently I spoke to you about the strange spate of disappearances at Passover.

Most serious was the empty tomb, where they had buried that Jesus of Nazareth. 

That’s right the chap they crucified. Anyway it seems the body walked, like most things not tied down nowadays. My wife said to me just the other day “Dubious” she said, “The only things that don’t get nicked round here are condemned men. And they would too if they weren’t nailed to a cross.” Quite right she is too.

Now where was I? Ah yes, secondly there was that chap called Judas, a follower of this Jesus. He disappeared too, failed to show up and group meetings I hear. Anyway the agency was called and it turned out he had hanged himself. Easy case to solve that was. 

Finally there was a lot of bread and wine that just wasn’t around after the weekend. We recon it was probably eaten during a riotous supper party, but I had better pass over that!

Now to the current matter under investigation by IAMMAD: The re-appearance of the self same Jesus of Nazareth. Yes that’s right the chap who was crucified and buried in that tomb that was later found empty.

“Dubious” My wife said “You know dead people just don’t get better so you’d better go and investigate this one.” “Yes my dear”, I said “IAMMAD will start immediately”. But where do you start? It seems this guy keeps on coming and going – appearing and disappearing. 

His first appearance was to a lady friend of his called Mary Magdalene, but there were no witnesses. 
And then he appeared on the Emmaus Road. Now if it had been the Damascus Road I could believe it – lots of strange things happen on that, but on the Emmaus Road?
“Very dubious, Dubious” my wife said. It seems Jesus appeared and walked with two of his followers into the village. Only when he shared some bread with them that their eyes opened and he disappeared. Spot the clue? Walking with their eyes shut! Could have been any one, recons IAMMAD. 

Next time he appeared to eleven of the followers were eating in a locked house when Jesus appeared like a ghost. We at the Investigation Agency believe he must have come down the chimney. Anyway he showed his crucifixion scars and ate some fish, so they claim. Opened their minds it did. I believe their minds were already open. “Dubious” my wife said “Must be on those magic mushrooms!” IAMMAD agreed. 

It seems that a follower called Thomas missed all this, so the mysterious appearance had to be repeated to overcome his doubts. The chap actually had to touch the wounds to believe it was this crucified Jesus chap. IAMMD definitely believes this case is solved as simply the affects of clever make up and the effects of those funny fungi. 

IAMMAD is glad to report only one more appearance of this Jesus chap has been reported. “Thank God for that” my wife said. “All this coming and going by dead folk” she said “Is very dubious, Dubious. Not sure what will come of it.”  Anyway this time it happened on a mountain and at the end the followers said this chap Jesus, or whoever he was, ascended into heaven. IAMMAD thinks they are all mad! 

However the speech this chap made before he went does make one think:

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

Dubious, very dubious….
