The Gossips

Hi Ada!

Oh, hi Madge.

Nice day for drying the washing?

Yeah, but they say it might get a bit dusty later on.

Ada, did you hear about that Elizabeth who was barren?

Hmm, I know Elizabeth who was Cohen and became Sharon. I know Elizabeth Jacobs who married that guy David from Bethlehem. But no, nobody called Elizabeth Baron. What’s her married name?

No, Baron wasn’t her name, it was what she was! She’s called Aaron now, married to that old priest Zechariah.

Oh yes, now I know. She lives down by the Temple.

That’s her. Anyway she had her baby last week.

What at her age! I hope there were no complications.

Well just a few. There’s the problem of her husband being struck dumb for one.

Yeah. I think I’d be dumb-struck getting a kid at their age.

It was strange how it happened. You remember?

No Madge.

Zechariah was down at the Temple doing his bit with the incense when the angel Gabriel appeared. He said “Have no fear your prayer has been heard”.

No Fear! I’d be scared out of my wits if an angel popped out at me. No wonder he lost his voice.

Anyway the angel told him to call the son John. That he’d be a joy and delight, and that he’d be filled with Holy Spirit and the power of Elijah to turn hearts, whatever that all meant.

Didn’t Elizabeth hide her self away?

Yes, she spent 5 months away in the Judean countryside. Until her cousin Mary turned up. She was expecting too. 
More angels?

Yeah Ada, that Gabriel again, so I heard. Anyway when she got there Elizabeth’s baby leaped in her womb.
Going to be an athlete then is he?

Then this Mary started singing about how blessed Elizabeth and the baby were.

And what did the husband say to all this?

Nothing…. And then Mary stayed for 3 months.

Coo Madge, I’d have thought he’d have something to say about that.

Well, he couldn’t could he? Still dumb.

So she had it last week did she?

Yes Ada. It’s the big day at the temple today. I hear the family want to name the babe after his father.

Not having this John idea then….? What’s that noise?

It’s someone shouting loud praises!

He’s coming this way!

It’s Zechariah!  Giving praise for his baby, John. Truly remarkable.

What is this child going to be?

I don’t know Ada…

